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SPECIAL THREE-PART EDITORIAL FOR PLN38
MARKING THE ORDINATION OF FOUR

UK NATIVES AS SHIN BUDDHIST PRIESTS
REV DAICHI GARY ROBINSON

In the year 2012 I became only the second UK citizen to be
ordained as a priest in the Nisi Hongwanji Jodo Shinshu tradition. The
first was Jack Austin who was ordained 35 years earlier. Sadly, Jack’s
health began to decline soon after his ordination and so the full potential
of his appointment was perhaps not fully realized.
There was a time when I feared that I might follow in Jack’s
footsteps in more ways than one because, in 2014 and just two years after
my ordination I was diagnosed with a serious medical problem brought
on by type two (insulin dependent) diabetes. Essentially, my doctor
suggested that I start thinking about living the rest of my life without my
left leg! Apparently, an artery in that limb had become blocked and
amputation was a possible outcome. However, a percutaneous coronary
intervention (PCI or angioplasty) operation was successfully performed
on me in 2015.
In Buddhism we often speak of causes and conditions. This, for
me at least means that things do not happen - or not happen just because
we do or don’t want them to. No. Every event and indeed every thought
that we have is in fact the product of causes and conditions.
I didn’t want diabetes, but I got it! I got it because my pancreas had
become, according to a consultant at the hospital, ‘clapped-out’. Cause =
clapped-out pancreas. Condition = diabetic. And of course, there was a
cause to cessation in the functioning of my pancreas in the first place.
The most common cause of type 2 (late onset) diabetes is poor diets
and/or sedentary lifestyles. For me it was overindulgence in alcohol. I
became tea-total in 1995. I thought I got away with it. Little did I know!
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By the time I reached my sixties I had been a Buddhist for nearly
thirty years, and I thought I knew a thing or two about impermanence,
impurity and imperfection. But I found out then that being academically
aware of such things does not provide immunity from those things. I had
attachments that I wanted to stay attached to! And then, almost
inevitability given the downward trajectory of my moods, the
relationship I had with my long-term partner came to an end.
And so, in 2015 I found myself living alone in a house that was a
little too big for me to cope with, and I feared a future in which I would
have to learn to live alone and with a disability.

To fill gaps between speakers at ESC19 I was occasionally called
upon to say a few unrehearsed and unscripted words. On the last day of
the conference when I was asked to provide just one more 5 minuet filler,
I began by saying, “Some things may take longer than a lifetime to
achieve …” I then opened my copy of The Teaching of Buddha* at page
225 and began to read from the chapter on Building a Buddha Land. On
the day, I started ad-libbing long before I go to the part where rules and
regulations are listed, because people are inclined to switch off when
they are forced to listening that sort of thing; and I did not want that to
happen. However, and because these rules are nevertheless of vital
importance, I have seized upon this second and equally unexpected
opportunity to reproduced the complete chapter here in PLN38 as the
second part of this special three-part editorial. Sometimes, perhaps the
best way to hear something - is to read it!
*Please see pages 6, 9, 11 and 18 for more about The Teaching of Buddha as published
by Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai (Buddhist Promoting Foundation) and the BDK’s presence
in Europe in the form of Eko House in Dusseldorf, Germany.
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BUILDING A BUDDHA LAND
FROM: THE TEACHING OF BUDDHA
PUBLISHED BY BUKKYO DENDO KYOKAI

Let us imagine a desert country lying in absolute darkness and
with many animals moving about in it blindly. Naturally they will be
frightened and as they run into each other and there will be frequent
squirming and loneliness. This is indeed a pitiable sight.
Then let us imagine that a superior man appears with a torch and
everything becomes bright and clear. The living beings in the dark
solitude suddenly experience a great relief as they look about to
recognise one another and happily share their companionship.
By “a desert country” it is meant a world of human life when it
lies in the darkness of ignorance. Those who have no light of wisdom in
their minds wander about in loneliness and fear. They are born alone and
die alone, they do not know how to associate with their fellow men in
peaceful harmony, and they are naturally despondent and fearful.
By “a superior man with a torch” it is meant Buddha assuming
human form and it is by His wisdom and compassion He illuminates the
world. In this light people find themselves as well as others and are glad
to establish human fellowship and harmonious relations. Thousands of
people may live in a community, but it is not one of real fellowship until
they know each other and have sympathy for each other.
A true community has faith and wisdom that illuminate it. It is a
place where the people know and trust each other and where there is
social harmony. In fact, harmony is its life and real meaning of a true
community and organisation.
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OF ORGANIZATIONS, THERE ARE THREE KINDS:
First, there are those organized that are organised on the basis of
power, or authority of great leaders.
Second, there are those that are organized because of its
convenience to the members, and which continue to exist as long as long
as the members satisfy their conveniences and they do not quarrel.
Third, there are those which are organized with some good
teaching as its centre and with harmony as its very life.
Of course the third or last of these is the only true organization,
for in it the members live in one spirit, from which unity of spirit and
various kinds of virtue will arise. In such an organization there will
prevail harmony, satisfaction and happiness.
Enlightenment is like rain that falls on a mountain and gathers
into little rivulets that run into brooks, and then into a river which finally
flows into the ocean. The rain of the sacred teaching falls on all people
alike without regard to their conditions or circumstances. Those who
accept it gather into small groups, then into organizations, then into
communities, and finally find themselves in the great Ocean of
Enlightenment.
The minds of these people mix like milk and water and finally
organise into a harmonious Brotherhood.
Thus, the true teaching is the fundamental requirement of a
perfect organization and, as mentioned above, true teaching is the light
which enables people to recognize each other and to become adjusted to
each other and to smooth out the rough places in their thinking.
Thus, the organization that is formed on the perfect teachings of
Buddha can be called a Brotherhood. Thus, the Buddha’s Brotherhood
will theoretically include everyone, but, in fact, only those that have the
same religious faith are members.
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BUDDHA'S BROTHERHOOD WILL HAVE TWO TYPES OF MEMBERS:
There will be those who are teaching the members and those who
are supporting the teachers by offering needed food and clothing. They
together will disseminate and perpetuate the teaching. Then, to make the
Brotherhood complete, there must be perfect harmony among the
members. The teachers teach the members and the members honor the
teachers so that there can be harmony between them.
Members of Buddha's Brotherhood should associate together
with affectionate sympathy, being happy to live together with fellowfollowers and seeking to become one in spirit.
THERE ARE SIX THINGS THAT WILL HELP LEAD A
HARMONY. They are:

BROTHERHOOD

TO

First, sincerity of speech; second, sincerity and kindness of
action; third, sincerity and sympathy of spirit; fourth, equal sharing of
common property; fifth, following the same pure precepts; and sixth, all
having right views. Among these six things, the sixth or “all having right
views” forms the nucleus, with the other five serving as wrappings.
THERE ARE TWO SETS OF SEVEN RULES TO BE FOLLOWED
BROTHERHOOD IS TO BE A SUCCESS. The first is, as a group:

IF THE

1) They should gather together frequently to listen to the teachings and
to discuss them.
2) They should mingle freely and respect one another.
3) They should revere the teaching, respect the rules and not change
them.
4) Elder and younger members are to treat each other with courtesy.
5) They should let sincerity and reverence mark their bearing.
6) They should purify their minds in a quiet place which they should,
nevertheless, offer it to others before taking it for themselves.
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7) They should love all people, treat visitors cordially, and console the
sick with kindness.
A BROTHERHOOD THAT FOLLOWS THESE RULES WILL NEVER DECLINE.
The second [set of 7 rules] is:
1) Maintain a pure spirit and not ask for too many things.
2) Maintain integrity and remove all greed.
3) Be patient and not argue.
4) Keep silent and not talk idly.
5) Submit to the regulations and not be overbearing.
6) Maintain an even mind and not follow different teachings
7) Be thrifty and frugal in daily living. If its members follow these rules,
the Brotherhood will endure and never decline.
A BROTHERHOOD SHOULD MAINTAIN HARMONY IN ITS VERY

ESSENCE. ONE WITHOUT THIS CANNOT BE CALLED A BROTHERHOOD.

Each member should be on guard not to be the cause of discord.
If discord appears it should be removed as early as possible, for discord
will soon ruin any organisation.
Blood stains cannot be removed by more blood; resentment cannot be
removed by more resentment; resentment can be removed only by forgetting it.
[The Dharmmapada, Chapter 1.]
*The Teaching of Buddha is produced for free distribution by Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai
(Buddhist Promoting Foundation), 3-14 Shiba 4-Chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan.
They can also be contacted c/o Mitutoyo (UK) Ltd. Unit 1, Kingsway, Walworth
Industrial Estate, Andover, SP10 5LQ, Hants.
The most significant representation of Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai in Europe is Eko House,
a traditional Japanese (Shin) temple and cultural center offering gardens tours, events
and Buddhist ceremonies. Address: Brüggener Weg 6, 40547 Düsseldorf, Germany.
Please also see Ho-onko Fest at Eko House on p11
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A QUANTUM LEAP

PART THREE OF SPECIAL EDITORIAL FOR PLN38 MARKING
THE ORDINATION OF FOUR UK NATIVES AS SHIN BUDDHIST PRIESTS
Despite my state of health at the time, the 19th ESC that took place in
Southampton was a great success. However, that would not have been the
case if it were not for the mighty support of the Chomon House ‘coregroup’ which consisted then of Gordon and Matt Backhouse (the twins),
Craig Holloway and Enrique Galvan-Alvarez. All four gave 110% in
helping me to arrange the conference and confirmed by their actions that
they were as determined as me to do all they could to help ‘Build a Buddha
Land’ in the form of a Shin Sangha here in the UK.
My rehabilitation began in earnest in 2015 when Enrique and I
attend that years Ho-onko Fest at Eko House in Dusseldorf in Germany.
I took this opportunity to quiz Enrique a little and, in the light of the
recent wake-up call regarding my own mortality, I suggested, more like
requested that he consider becoming ordained as a Jodo Shinshu priest
with Nishi Hongwanji. His response was encouraging.
The next trip that Enrique and I went on together was to the 18th
ESC which was held in Antwerp, Belgium in 2016. By this time,
Enrique’s application to be considered for training and ordination with
Nishi Hongwanj had been accepted and confirmed. This was excellent
news, but there was even more to come!
Another attendee of ESC18 in Antwerp was David QuirkeThornton. David took kikyoshiki (Shin Buddhist confirmation) at ESC17
in Southampton. He told me then that he was already interested in going
on to take tokudo (ordination training) one day. So, I did my best to tell
him what he would have to study, indicated the minimum requirements,
told him how long this might take, and wished him well.
Clearly, David applied himself very diligently, because by the
time we met again at ESC18 in Antwerp I learnt that his application to
be
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be considered for training and ordination with Nishi Hongwanj had also
now been accepted and confirmed.
Wow! Just two years ago I thought my short-lived career as a Jodo
Shinshu priest was over and that the UK will have to do without such
representation for … who knows how long. It was 35 years between Jack
Austin and me. But once again … little do I know! The exact date for their
training had not yet been set but it did seem certain that the Nishi
Hongwanji Jodo Shinshu priestly representation in the UK would triple
somewhen in the next few years. Best of all, it now looked like I, with a
full complement of limbs would be one of the players directly involved in
this unfolding, exciting development.
I mentioned earlier that, according to all the feedback, the ESC17
held in Southampton was a great success. I did of course appreciate these
endorsements but, and I apologize in advance if this sound arrogant, I
thought we could do better. So, when the business at ESC18 turned
towards selecting a venue for the 2018 ESC, Enrique and I proposed it
return to Southampton. In truth, I was rather surprised to hear that our
application was accepted. The interval between the first ESC held in the
UK (ESC10 In Oxford in 1998) and the next was 16 years. Now, the
interval between the two Southampton conferences would be just 4 years!
I think that the only appropriate word for many of the occurrences
mention in this piece is ‘unprecedented’.
There is unprecedented and there is unexpected. What happen
next was both! About midway through 19th ESC two more people,
namely Louella Matsunaga and Caroline Brazier both expressed a desire
to be considered for Shin ordination. Both are well established members
of our Shin community and so their applications were theoretically
acceptable, but the hardest part was to decide just when. It had been
seven years since a group of Europeans had been sent to Kyoto for
tokudo training. Because of the inclusion of Enrique and David this was
Enrique
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going to happen again this year, but it may well be another seven years
before it happens again.
The choice for Louella and Caroline was simple. Study very
intensely for 6 months and ‘give it all you’ve got’ - or wait till the
opportunity comes around again. Following several honest discussions,
the two of them decided to give it all they have got!
If I were asked to form a team of ordained priest who would help
effectively establish and spread the teachings of Shin teachings in the
UK, it would be the four that ‘causes and condition’ have select for me!
The biennial ESC’s have provided the stage on which many of
the most significant events in the history of Shin Buddhism in Europe
have been instigated and played out on – because they bring people
together. However, bringing people together once every two years is just
the start. The IABC has been sponsoring these European Shin
conferences, one every other year, for 40 years now. Throughout this
period which has now spanned three generations, we have developed –
to a degree – but we do still have a long way to go before we can claim
to be a true sangha. To be a Buddhist one should take refuge in the Triple
Gem of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. Taking refuge in the first two is
the easy part. Forming and maintaining a true sangha is much harder,
because this involves us human beings and all the materialistic and
egotistical baggage that we burden ourselves with.
Since the beginning of time, so let’s say that is 4.5 billion years
plus another couple of thousand years, there was no Shin Buddhist priest
in the UK. Then, in 1977 there was Jack Austin. Thirty-five years later
there was me. And now, just seven years on from that there are five.
Louella, Caroline, Enrique, David, and me. I sincerely hope that this rate
of growth continues. In fact, I see no reason for it to not accelerate. It
may have taken 4.5 billion years, plus another couple of thousand, plus
then another forty or so for us to get to this point, but I would like to
believe that our foundations have solidified and that the time to get on
with Building a Buddha Land here in the UK is now. Right now!
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SANGHA DAY AT CHOMON HOUSE

MEET AND SPEAK WITH THE FOUR NEW UK SHIN PRIESTS
Sat 24th August 2019
10.00am
11.00am
11.45am
12.45pm
1.45pm
2.45pm
3.15pm
4.15pm
5.15pm
6.15pm
7.00pm
9.00pm

Buddha Service (Sambutsuge) followed by a
Dharma Talk by Rev Daichi Gary Robinson.
Brunch in the Chomon House ornamental garden*.
Buddha Service (Juseige) followed by a
Dharma Talk by Rev David Quirke-Thornton.
Lunch in the Chomon House ornamental garden.
Buddha Service (Junari) followed by a
Dharma Talk by Rev Enrique Galvan-Alverez.
Tea in the Chomon House ornamental garden.
Buddha Service (Sambutsuge) followed by a
Dharma Talk by Rev Louella Matsuanga.
Refreshments in the Chomon House ornamental garden.
Buddha Service (Juseige) followed by a
Dharma Talk by Rev Caroline Brazier.
Refreshments.
Shoshinge (sofu version) Buddha Service with six
Nembutsu Wasan..Concluding remarks.
After Party in the ILLUMINATED Chomon House
ornamental garden.

*Refreshment will be served in seminar room if weather inclement.
All the Buddha Services as detailed above will take place promptly at the times shown and
if necessary, refreshment periods will be extended or shortened accordingly.

ASSEMBLY OF EUROPEAN SHIN BUDDHIST’S.
3pm Thursday 21st November 2019.
Venue: Anjin-do, Oberheydener Straße 71,
41236 Mönchengladbach, Germany

Over the course of the past three or four biennial IABC/Hongwanji sponsored
European Shin conferences it has been noticed that those that are supported in some
way by the IABC become listed as ‘members’ of the IABC. This, the IABC insists,
is incorrect. The IABC is fact a charitable organization overseen by the Japanese
government and beneficiaries of that organization are not ‘members’ of that
organization.
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HŌNEN

CHAPTER 18 (OF 19) IN REV HISAO INAGAKI’S

THE WAY OF NEMBUTSU-FAITH.
A COMMENTARY ON SHINRAN’S SHŌSHINGE.
Hōnen, the master of our school, was well-versed in Buddhism;
He compassionately regarded both good and wicked ordinary people.
Disseminating the teaching of the True Way throughout Japan,
He spread the selected Primary Vow in this evil world.
Transmigration in the house of Samsara
Is definitely caused by the fault of doubt;
Quick entry into the Capital of Uncreated Tranquillity
Is necessarily realized by Faith.
The last of the Seven Masters and Shinran’s teacher was Hōnen
(1133-1212). He was born in the present Okayama Prefecture, and his
family name was Uruma. His boy’s name was Seishimaru. When Hōnen
was 9, his father who was a provincial official, was attacked by an
opposing faction. Before he died, he said to Seishimaru, “Don’t seek to
take revenge for me. This incident is entirely due to my past karma. If
you bear ill will to my enemies, such hostility begets further hatred, and
thus will multiply endlessly. Leave the secular world quickly and seek
the Buddhist Way to emancipation for me and yourself”.
Hōnen left home and became a novice at a local temple, and four
years later he was sent to Mt. Hiei, where he studied and practiced under
Genkō and then under Kōoen. After studying mainly the Tendai
teaching, he left Kōen and moved to the Kurodani precinct, where he
joined the Nembutsu group headed by Eikū and was given the name
Hōnenbo Genkū. He also received the Mahayana precepts from Eikū.
After practicing on Mt. Hiei for twelve years, Hōnen left the
mountain and visited various masters in Kyoto and Nara. But, without
finding the solution to his spiritual problem, he returned to Mt. Hiei and
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began to read the complete collection of Buddhist scriptures over and
over in the library at the Kurondani precinct. In the third month of 1175,
at the age of forty-three, his spiritual horizon finally dawned when he
happened on the following passage in Shan-tao’s commentary on the
Contemplation Sutra:
To recite Amida’s Name with singleness of mind continually and
without interruption, whether walking, standing, sitting or lying,
irrespective of the length of practice – this is called the Act of Right
Assurance, because it accords with Amida’s Vow.
This passage awakened Hōnen to the Power of Amida’s Vow
working through the Name. Thus he gave up all other practices and took
the single-hearted recitation of the Nembutsu as the sole practice for
salvation. His time coincided with the mounting social unrest caused by
armed conflicts between the Taira and the Minamoto clans. Those who
despaired of a peaceful life in this world and were convinced of the
advent of the last Dharma-age came to Honen to hear his Nembutsu
teaching. He compassionately received people of all walks of life, both
monks and laymen, warriors and peasants, and taught them only the
exclusive recitation of the Nembutsu. Soon his name resounded
throughout the country.
In 1198, at the request of the Lord Chancellor Fujiwara
Kanezane, Hōnen wrote Collection of Passages Concerning the
Nembutsu of the Best-selected Primal Vow, in which he presented the
essentials of the Nembutsu teaching and declared the independence of
the Nembutsu school. It may be remembered that the Nembutsu had been
part of the practice of major Mahayana schools in Japan, but an
independent Pure Land school had not yet been formed. Hōnen
emphasized that the Nembutsu of the best-selected Primal Vow, that is,
the Eighteenth Vow is not only the easiest practice that anyone can
follow, but also is superior to other sophisticated practices.
The growing popularity of Hōnen’s teaching aroused jealousy in
monks of other sects. In 1204, the monks of Enryakuji on Mt. Hiei urged
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their abbot to stop the Nembutsu teaching. In 1206, when Hōnoen’s two
disciples were accused of ordaining two court-ladies without permission,
the persecution of the Nembutsu began. The two disciples were executed
and Hōnen was exiled to Shikoku. In 1211 he was pardoned but soon after
he returned to Kyoto, he became ill and died in the following year.
According to his biography composed by Shinran, Hōnen often had
visions of the Pure Land in his Nembutsu Samādhi, and his death was
accompanied by miraculous signs.
Hōnen’s contribution to the spread of the Nembutsu teaching in
Japan is inestimable, as Shinran aptly eulogizes in a hymn:
As Hōnen, the master of our school, appeared in this world
And spread the One-Vehicle teaching of the Primal Vow,
Everywhere in the Island of Japan have become manifest
The favourable of conditions of the Pure Land Path.
(Hymn on the Patriarchs 98)
It was believed that Hōnen was an incarnation of
Mahāsthāmmprāta and had also appeared in China as Tao-ch’o and
Shan-tao:
By the power of the one embodying the Light of Wisdom
Appeared Hōnen, the master of our school;
He revealed the true Pure Land teaching
And expounded the Best-selected Primal Vow. (Ibid. 99)
The original state of Hōnen, the master of our school,
According to popular beliefs in the world,
Was Master Tao-ch’o;
Other believed that he was Shan-tao. (Ibid. 105)
In his writing, Shinran took every opportunity to express his
gratitude to Hōnen, as in the following hymns:
advancing
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For the past countless kalpas over innumerable lives
I did not know the powerful working for our emancipation;
If it were not for Hōnen, the master of our school,
I would have passed in vain this time, too. (Ibid 101)
To encounter a true teacher
Is the difficulty of all difficulties;
The endless transmigration in Samsara
Is solely caused by doubt on our side.
(Ibid 109)
Hōnen’s Pure Land teaching is characterized by exclusive recitation
of the Nembutsu, which he inherited directly from Shan-tao. He discarded
all other methods of salvation, such as meditation and even the Bodhi-Mind;
which is regarded as the prerequisite for attaining Enlightenment in all the
Mahayana schools. Since the Name contains all the merits of Amida and the
Nembutsu is supported by his Vow, recitation of it quickly brings salvation
even to the most wicked person. Salvation in the Pure Land teaching means
attainment of birth in the Pure Land, where the ultimate Enlightenment is
spontaneously achieved.
In selecting the Nembutsu out of many Buddhist practices, Hōnen
presents threefold elimination: (1) out of the choice between the Path of the
Sages and the Pure Land Path, he eliminates the Path of the Sages and takes
the Pure Land Path; (2) out of the choice between miscellaneous acts and
the right act, he discards the miscellaneous acts and follows the right acts;
(3) out of the Five Right Acts established by Shan-tao as the essential
practices leading to birth in the Pure Land, Hōnen casts aside the Auxiliary
Acts (i.e., chanting sutras, contemplation, worshiping, and praising and
making offerings) and takes the forth act, recitation of the Nembutsu, which
is called ‘the Act of Right Assurance’ because it enables the practicer to
attain birth in the Pure Land.
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Hōnens Nembutsu practice did not end in mere vocal exercises.
He deeply believed in the transcendent state of concentration and
absorption which the Nembutsu leads up to. This spiritual experience,
called ‘the Nembutsu Samādhi’, was shared by Shan-tao too. According
to the Record of Attainment of Samādhi, in the first month of 1199, when
Hōnen was sixty-five, he began his regular seven-day intensive practice
of the Nembutsu. On the first day a dim light appeared; on the second
day he visualized the water in the Pure Land. Within the seven days he
partly visualized the beryl ground. Later in the second month, his
visualized various objects of the Pure Land. During the period of this
practice he daily recited the Nembutsu seventy thousand times.
That Honen attached great importance to the Samādhi experience
is also shown by the selection of his teacher in the lineage of Dharmatransmission. He chose Shan-tao in particular because Shan-tao attained
the Nembutsu Samādhi.
Hōnen claimed the supremacy of the Nembutsu over all other
Buddhist practices, clarifying that it is the easiest and yet most effective
act, capable of emancipating anyone who recites it from the painful cycle
of birth and death. In his Collection of Passages Concerning the
Nembutsu of the Best-selected Primal Vow, Hōnen quotes a passage from
the Larger Sutra, “if there are people who hear the Name of that Buddha,
rejoice so greatly as to dance , and calls his Name even once, then you
should know that they have gained great benefits by receiving the
supreme merits”, and then explains as follows: “One Nembutsu, one
supreme merit, ten Nembutsu, ten supreme merits, a hundred Nembutsu,
a hundred supreme merits; a thousand Nembutsu, a thousand supreme
merits. In this way, the number of the Nembutsu increases, until one
reaches the Nembutsu recitations as countless as the sands of the River
Ganges, which yield the same number of supreme merits”.
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The merits of the Nembutsu spontaneously accrue to one who
recites it with sincere joyful faith. As is clear from Hōnen’s explanation
above, one Nembutsu recitation is itself the absolute practice of the
supreme merit, but it does not end there; it multiplies endlessly. One
absolute Nembutsu contains the infinite number of Nembutsu, which
become manifest as continuous recitation of it all through one’s life. In
Shinran’s interpretation, this is wholly due to the fact that Amida’s Name
“contains various goodness and virtue, all-complete and perfect in its
efficacy, and is indeed the treasure-ocean of the merits of True
Suchness”. (Kyōgyōshinshō, Chapter on True Practice).
While recommending the exclusive recitation of the Nembutsu,
Hōnen cautions us against entertaining doubt and urges us to have
sincere and deep faith. Based on Shan-tao’s exposition of the ‘three
minds’ mentioned in the Contemplation Sutra (i.e. sincere mind, deep
mind and aspiration for birth in the Pure Land by transferring the merits
of practice towards it), Hōnen concludes, “Confinement in the house of
Samsara is due to doubt; entrance to the castle of Nirvana is realized by
faith”. According to Shinran, the ‘three minds’ in the Contemplation
Sutra have dual aspects: (1) explicitly, they are to be established by one’s
effort and (2) implicitly, faith which is truly sincere and deep comes from
Amida; such faith is Amida’s Wisdom and Compassion transferred to us.
This interpretation agrees with the real intent of Hōnen. What he
recommended to us is the Nembutsu the Other-Power Faith. Recitation
of the Nembutsu with self-power is dismisses as a practice with insincere
and shallow faith, which is no better than repeating the Nembutsu while
entertaining doubt.
In the eyes of Shinran, Hōnen was no ordinary person. He was an
incarnation of Buddha, as he says in a hymn:
As the time came for the Buddha to exercise expedient means of
salvation,
They manifested themselves in the person of Hōnen;
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He taught us supreme Faith,
And thus opened the gate leading to Nirvana
(Hymn of the Patriarchs 108)
Born in Japan, the land of many island off the coast of the
Continent,
Hōnen spread the Nembutsu teaching;
In order to save sentient beings,
He had come to visit many times. (Ibid. 113)
Amida Tathāgata manifested himself
As Hōnen, the master of this school;
When the term of his mission ended
He returned to the Pure Land. (Ibid. 114)

The Way of Nembutsu-Faith as originally published in 1996 by Nagata Bunshodo is now out of print.
However, it is listed as available from http://web.mit.edu/stclair/www/horai/publications.htm as: #10 The
Way of Nembutsu-Faith <<Cf. file: shoshinge.htm>> A commentary on Shinran's Shoshinge with the
original text, its translation and glossary; pp. 249; 1996; \2,000, $20 (paper back: \1,500/ $15). Ordering
information: For inquiries, contact Nagata Bumshodo: Nishinotoin-nishiiru, Hanayacho, Shimogyoku,
Kyoto. For order from abroad, contact Jokyo G. Gatenby
One of the pieces of required reading included in the cost of participation in the Chomon House Shoshinge
Distance Learning Program is Rev Inagaki’s WONF. Pdf (electronic) copies of every chapter within it are
supplied to participants in instalments. Rev Inagaki gave his permission to share his work in this way. His
permission is now being sought to compile an indexed pdf copy of the entire work and make it available to
download from www.purelandnotes.com.

The Teaching of Buddha as mentioned in the editorial of this issue of PLN and as quoted from on pages 3-9
herein is available free of charge from Chomon House. To have a copy posted to you please send a cheque
for £4 to cover p&p, made payable to the Shin Buddhist FellowshipUK, to the address shown … To order a
free copy online, go to the ‘OTHER PAYMENTS’ section at our online Pay Point Page @ chomonhouse.org,
enter the amount of £4 and click ‘Add’. Just below this, enter your name and address and put ‘Post and
package charge for delivery of The Teaching of Buddha’ in the ‘Notes (optional)’ box.

Please note: Free copies of Building a Buddha Land will also be available at the Chomon House Sangha
Day, Sat 24th Aug 2019. See page 10 for full details of this special event.
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TANNISHO FIVE WAYS
STEVE LANE

I read Tannisho often. Rev Tairyu Furukawa in PLN March 1996 says he
reads it every day and describes it as “a beautiful poem.” And like
poetry, it can be understood in different ways. But this is something we
cannot appreciate until we read more than one translation of Tannisho. I
have several versions of this central text of Shin Buddhism. I have found
that by reading different translations at the same time, I am forced to
engage with the texts sentence by sentence, even phrase by phrase, far
more deeply. Perhaps you’d like to try this with Section 7. I’ve done this
so many times and been richly rewarded each time. Below, I have just
the first lines of each translation.
1a. In the practice of Nembutsu the person opens up the great path of
unobstructed freedom. (Taitetso Unno)
2a. Anyone who is saved by Amida and says the nembutsu is blessedly
free from all hindrances, (Kentetsu Takamori)
3a. The follower of the Nembutsu is the unobstructed Single Path. (Alfred
Bloom)
4a. He who recites the Nembutsu is in himself a path unbounded. Asoka
Society)
5a. In the person of nembutsu opens up the great path of unobstructed
freedom. (Shin Mission)
When we read a translation of Tannisho we tend not to question the text
is what Shinran said (via Yuenbo). But when we have several versions
with minor differences, we are forced to think more seriously what
differences are implied by changes of phrase. Consider, “the practice of
Nembutsu”, Anyone who is saved by Amida and says the nembutsu”,
b
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“the follower of Nembutsu,” and “the person of Nembutsu”. Or again,
compare, “the great path of unobstructed freedom,” and “blessedly free
from all hindrances.”
Below, are the rest of these translators’ versions. I hope you find
them rewarding.
2a. The reason is that the gods of heaven and earth bow down before the
practitioner of true entrusting, and those of the world of demons and
rival ways cannot obstruct such a person. The consequences of karmic
evil cannot bear fruit, nor does any form of good equal the Nembutsu.
Thus, it is called the great path of unobstructed freedom. (Taitetso Unno)
2b. Why? Because before one who has been saved by Amida, the gods
of heaven and earth bow their heads in reverence, and demon and
heretics can no longer offer any obstruction. No sin such a person may
commit, however great, will cause him or her to suffer, nor can the results
of the greatest good such a person may do possibly equal the joy of
salvation; thus any such person enjoys absolute freedom and happiness.
(Kentetsu Takamori)
3b. If we ask the reason why, it is because even the gods of heaven and
earth revere and bow to the devotee who has true faith, and the evils
spirits and those of false ways never hinder. Sins and evil cannot result
in karmic retribution. Because good deeds never surpass (the
Nembutsu), it is the unobstructed single path. (Alfred Bloom)
4b. For the gods of heaven and earth bow in reverence before a man of
faith; devils and unbelievers cannot harm him. Sins and its karmic effects
cannot touch him. No accumulation of good works equals the absolute
good of the Nembutsu. (Asoka Society)
5b. The reason is that the gods of heaven and earth bow before the
practitioner of true entrusting, and those of the world of demons and
rival paths cannot obstruct his way. The consequences of karmic evil
cannot bear fruit, nor does any form of good equal his. Thus, it is called
the great path of unobstructed freedom. (Shin Mission)

Monto Shikisho,
O-kesa or simply Kesa
Symbolic of robes. Worn by lay
followers of Shin Buddhism at
Buddha services and Dharma
meetings. Wearing it indicates
readiness to listen to and to hear
the Dharma.
It should also be worn if, as is
the case with many Pure Land
Buddhist’s across the UK and
Europe, one does a solitary
form of ‘just listening’ Buddha
service.
Available now to purchase online through the Chomon House Shin
Shop and Pay Point Page for only £30 including UK p&p. Add £6
for mainland Europe p&p.
VERY SPECIAL OFFER! To further encourage attendance of the
Chomon House Sangha Day which takes place on Sat 24th Aug 2019
(see page 10 herein) the O-kessa illustrated above will be on sale for
the cash and carry price of just £20!
Free copies of Building a Buddha Land (see pages 3-7 herein) will also
be available at the Chomon House Sangha Day.
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